a causeway linking the probable bridge with the El Baúl acropolis. The results confirmed that the stone walls along the course of the Santiago River were abutments for a bridge.
The association with causeways is one of the clearest indications that the stone walls found at several locations along river courses at Cotzumalhuapa served as abutments for bridges. The causeways are invisible on the ground surface, and were initially traced by systematic shovel testing and excavations. Beginning in 2006, a series of field schools organised in collaboration with Hector Neff and Carl Lipo, and their students from California State University, Long Beach, made it possible to apply geophysical prospection methods at Cotzumalhuapa. GPR proved especially useful because it revealed the cobblestone pavements of causeways and other subsurface features with much clarity (Chinchilla Mazariegos et al. 2008; Safi et al. 2012) .
GPR prospection was conducted in March 2011, in a 50 × 50m quadrangle located 122m west of the Ichanhuehue bridge ( Figures S1 & S2) . The area was chosen because it was relatively flat, and located along the probable direction of a causeway leading from the acropolis to the bridge.
Field survey was conducted with a GSSI SIRveyor SIR-20 unit with a 400MHz antenna. The data were processed using GPR-Slice software, to generate time slices that provide horizontal maps of the GPR reflections at different depths. Figure S3 5 Figure S3 . GPR time slices, at estimated depths of 0. 49-0.75m (above), and 0.73-0.99m (below) (graphs by Hector Neff). 
